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International 

 Holiday Tea 
This engaging event is hosted by our wonderful  

INTERNATIONAL SPOUSES 

 Not only do they trim the tables with decorations from their home-

lands, they also share with us how Christmas is celebrated around 

the world. Hope you can join us! 

 

Doors open at 10:00am for shopping.  Brunch at 10:45am 

 

 When:     Thursday, December 15th 

 Where:    The Commons on 7th Avenue 

 Menu:      Brunch will be served 

 Cost:   $12.00 
 

This monthôs Community Outreach will be collecting chapter books,  
art supplies, BoxTops4Education and Campbell Soup Labels for  

Fort Rucker Elementary School! 

RESERVATIONS must be made by Dec 12th: 

Visit:    ftruckercsc.com   Call:     574-514-6329 

Email: membership@ftruckercsc.com 
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Honorary President    Kimberly Crutchfield  
Honorary 1st Vice President   Sandy Wolf  
Honorary 1st Vice President   Sandi Farrington  
Honorary 2nd Vice President  Toni Glidewell  
Advisor       Patti Galli  
 
President       Christin James  
1st Vice President     Kim Roedl  
2nd Vice President     Erin Fackler  
Secretary      Tina Tucker  
Treasurer      Deborah Kennedy  
Parliamentarian     Candice Coatney  
 
Ways & Means Co -Chair   Sarah Claeys  
Ways & Means Co -Chair   Gretchen Levine  
Welfare Chair      Cindy Carrell  
Scholarship Co -Chair    Nicole Wickman  
Scholarship Co -Chair    Tawnya Deeter  
Comm Outreach/Hospitality   Michelle Miller  
Student Spouse Liaison    Maggi Erlandson  
International Spouse Liaison   Janine Whittle  
Retired Spouses Liaison    Mary Jane Collins  
Membership/Reservations   Jackie Jaques Crogan  
Flightlines/Publicity    Darcy Lynch  
Volunteer Coordinator    Kelli Reynoldson  
Volunteer Coordinator    Deb Cisneros  
Historian      Erin Hubert  
Hollyday Mart Co -Chair   Erica Geranen  
Hollyday Mart Co -Chair   OPEN  
Facility Coordinator    Kristin Skaggs  
Holiday Decorating    OPEN  
Sweetheart Bingo     Jenny Braden  
Bag Sale Coordinator    Traci Holstien  
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From the President... 
Merry Christmas!  Christmas is my favorite time of the year, not just because I can 

stock up on Vanilla Bean Noel lotion from Bath and Body Works, but because of the 

smells, music, decorations, food and gift giving.  I love to decorate my house for 

Christmas.  We usually set up two trees in our home, one for the family in the living 

room and one for the kids in the movie room.  I do this so I can keep the kids occu-

pied decorating their tree so I can decorate mine without and little fingers grabbing 

glass ornaments. My family has many Christmas traditions.  We donôt do Santa Claus 

because I was raised not believing in Santa Claus.  We knew our parents were the 

ones wrapping and buying our gifts for us.  Nevertheless, we still wanted to leave 

Santa milk and cookies because that is what we saw in all the Christmas shows and 

books.  So my brother and I would leave ñSantaò cookies and Diet Dr. Pepper (my Mom was a Diet Dr. Pepper 

addict).  I have carried on that tradition with my boys.  We leave milk and cookies out for Santa even though 

they know it is either Mom or Dad enjoying the goodies.  We also have stockings.  I know that isnôt that differ-

ent, but one thing we get in our stocking is a new toothbrush.  That is also something my Mom did that we do 

now with our kids.  A couple of more traditions we have are that we read The Nativity Story every Christmas 

Eve.  We eat steak and shrimp instead of turkey for Christmas dinner.  I always buy my kids movies for Christ-

mas and hid them in the tree.  After we open presents and have breakfast we spend the day watching movies.  I 

also like to buy a couple of family board games every Christmas even though Iôm the only one who likes to 

play board games.   I hope this Holiday season you will enjoy your special Holiday traditions with your family.  

If you do not have any traditions consider starting one this year. 

Seasonôs Greetings! 

            Sincerely FRCSC President 2011-2012 

Christin James 

Christin James 

Back row: Gretchen Levine, 

Sarah Claeys, Kelli Reynold-

son, Tawnya Deeter, Kim 

Roedl 

 

Center: Christin James Erin 

Fackler, Candice (and Camden) 

Coatney, Erin Hubert, Nicole 

Wickman, Mary Jane Collins 

 

Front: Deb Kennedy, Deb 

Cisnerros, Kristen Skaggs, 

Erica Geranen, Traci Hol-

stien 

 

Your 2011-2012 Board of Directors 

Not Pictured: Kimberly Crutchfield, Sandy Wolf, Sandi Farrington, Patti Galli, Toni Glidewell, Tina Tucker, Cindy Carrell, Jackie Jaques Crogan, Maggi Erlandson, Michelle Miller, Darcy Lynch, Janine Whittle, Jenny Braden, Robyn Shively,  
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
This month we are collecting 

chapter books, art supplies,  

BoxTops4Education and     

Campbell Soup labels for        

Fort Rucker Elementary school!  

We enjoyed our Nov. meeting with Veterans as 
our guests at Brasas Brazil for lunch.  A unique 
attraction greeting us upon arrival was an antique 
1956 station wagon decorated in a patriotic theme.  
This wagon was the grand prize won by one of our 
members at the Peanut Festival some years ago! 
 
Our Dec.13  luncheon is at The Landing with      
social time at 10:30 and lunch at 11:00.  We are 
looking forward to the Tour of Homes afterwards,  
graciously provided by the Ft. Rucker Command 
Ladies.  Guests are welcome.  Reservations 
should be given by Friday noon before the meet-
ing to Mary Rutowski at 334-347-4966 or Mary 
Jane Collins at 334-774-2101. 

Mary Jane Collins, ROWA President 

ROWA  
Retired Officerõs Wives Auxillary 
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Service Women of WWII by Kristin Skaggs  

December 7, 2011 marks the 70th Anniversary of the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor. On that day many people lost their lives protect-

ing and defending the country that we are blessed to live in. We must never for-

get what the men of our country sacrificed, as well as the women. Many people 

are unaware of the significant contributions that the women of the 40ôs made to 

World War II and society today. If it was not for the women many men would 

have been unable to fight in the war. 

Many women enlisted to free men of their service jobs, such as 

typists, clerks, and mail sorters. These job titles did not have 

the high prestige that men had fighting on the frontlines, but 

their duties made them very much a part of it. The womenôs 

participation was vital in obtaining the total victory of the war. 

Military nurses also played a significant role during the after-

math of the morning raids. Eighty-two nurses were serving at 

the Medical Facilities in Hawaii. Each woman faced over-

whelming numbers of wounded soldiers. Annie Fox, who was 

a 1st Lieutenant, was the first of many nurses who received the 

Purple Heart and the Bronze Star. Another way a few women 

contributed their services was by joining the Women Air Force 

Service Pilots (WASP). Their duties involved everything from ferrying planes to training fighter pilots to 

chemical missions, but they were excluded from actual combat. These women endured many hardships and 

stringent tasks that the male pilots did not have to face. The women had to receive more flight hours and 

less pay. Also, they had to pay for their own food, lodging, and uniforms, and unlike the men they were un-

able to receive military ranks. Despite all the hardships that these women faced they courageously answered 

their countryôs call in a time of need and paved the way for women to serve on the frontlines in the future. 

There were many women who did not serve within the military, but they contributed to the war ef-

forts in a variety of ways. Many of these women volunteered their time and services to local organizations 

that helped the war effort or they worked in factories. They also faced many hardships, such as lower pay 

and longer hours, but Rosie the Riveter, a famous cultural icon made by J. Howard Miller, was a reminder 

to them of their significant role in the war. The underlining theme of Rosie the Riveter was that the social 

change required to bring women into the workforce was a patriotic responsibility for the women. Employ-

ment outside of the home for women soon became socially acceptable and even desirable. The women be-

gan to recycle and salvage different items for the benefit of the 

war. Silk nylons were now being used to produce parachutes and 

tires for the military. The women would draw lines on their legs 

with eyeliner to stimulate the appearance of silk nylons. These 

women also produced and built other war supplies, such as, am-

munition, planes, bombs, tanks, and weapons. 

  Whether the women put on a military uniform or not, it is 

apparent that all of the womenôs participation was necessary to 

win the war. So as you remember and reflect on the 70th Anni-

versary of Pearl Harbor let us not only remember what our men 

sacrificed for the country, but also reflect on all that the women 

contributed and sacrificed. 
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 VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

Congratulations to  

Erin Fackler 
FRCSCõs November 

 Volunteer of  the Month. 
 

Where is home?  Mishawaka, Indiana  

What have you enjoyed the most since arriving at Ft. 
Rucker?  New friends and new experiences havedefi-

nitely been the most enjoyable since moving to Fort 

Rucker  
Where was you last duty station or your next assignment?  

Fort Rucker is our 1st duty station and we have no idea 

where we are going next!!  
Have you found anything in the area that you enjoy doing 

for recreation/fun?  Being from the north, i just love being 

able to be outside throughout the year taking the dogs 

on walks without freezing to death!!!  
What is your favorite memory since joining this military 

lifestyle?  My favorite memories since joining this mili-

tary lifestyle are FRG parties, FRCSC luncheons, and 

all of the great opportunities for spouses and families.  

Why do you participate, support or volunteer in your mili-

tary community?  Being here has given me time that I 

would have begged for when previously working, so I 

feel that it is important to use the extra time produc-

tively!  

Volunteers are the heart of the club and the service 

we give to the community comes straight from the 

hearts of our members. The FRCSC will look at 

what motivates our Volun-

teers of the Month and how 

they balance a life of service 

while being a military 

spouse. Watch this section 

for how you can get involved 

as well as tips on how to be a 

successful volunteer. 

  Your Photo Here!  
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 If you are looking for a fun family 

vacation or just a weekend getaway, 

Gatlinburg, Tennessee is the place 

to go. Staying in a rustic cabin in 

the Great Smokey Mountains is an 

unforgettable experience. If you are 

worried about leaving your pets be-

hind, there are plenty of cabins that 

allow your pets to accompany you. 

There is something for everyone in 

Gatlinburg from skiing on the mountain slopes to horse-

back riding in Cadeôs Cove.  Cadeôs Cove is a beautiful 

national park which has a 11 mile, one way loop road that 

allows motorists to see wildlife and the amazing views of 

the land. A family favorite of mine, is located a short 

drive to Pigeon Forge call The Dixie Stampede. A family 

four course meal is included in your ticket price, which is 

delicious!  During the show there is a lot of hoopinô & 

hollerinô and plenty of livestock doing tricks! It is a must 

see! For the children there is Ripleyôs Aquarium of the 

Smokies & Ripleyôs Believe it or Not Museum.  For  

water adventures there is always 

white water rafting or if you just 

want to take it easy there are 

wonderful fishing spots in the area. Another must 

go to, is Ober Gatlinburg Ski Resort & Amuse-

ment Park. Make sure you go on the Aerial Tram-

way to see wonderful scenic views of the Smokey 

Mountains. There you can go ice skating, skiing, 

or snowboarding. You can even take a ride on the 

scenic chairlift with your special someone. There 

are also plenty of stores to shop at.  I recommend 

visiting The Village, which has unique shops. In 

total Gatlinburg has over 400 shops and 5 malls. 

You have plenty of restaurants to choose from 

Hard Rock Café to Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.  

Gatlinburg is a wonderful place to choose to have 

a family vacation because there is so much to do 

and see. It also perfect getaway to just sit on a 

porch in a private cabin overlooking the beautiful 

scenery.  You will not be disappointed visiting 

Gatlinburg. 

Southern Travel by Kassie Hunter  

Gatlinburg Tennessee 

Cadeôs Cove, TN 

A. Ernest Borgnine 

B. Charleton Heston 

C. James Stewart  

D. Glenn Ford 

E. Tony Randall 

F. Lee Marvin 

 

1. Private First Class 

2. Sergeant 

3. Lieutenant 

4. Captain 

5. Brigadier General 

6. Gunner©s Mate 1st Class  

 Name    Rank 

 Name    Rank 

 Name    Rank 

 Name    Rank 

 Name    Rank 

 Name    Rank 

Trivia Challenge  
All these famous actors served in the armed forces during World War II. Identify 
them by name and rank at end of service. First member to show me their correct 
answers at the International Christmas Tea will receive one (1) meal for free! 

Good Luck!                                                  Darcy Lynch, FLIGHTLINES  
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Alabama History by Petra Hokanson  

DOTHAN, ALABAMA  
 

Everyone who comes to Fort Rucker soon learns about Dothan, as it is the place to go to for just 

about anything, be it shopping, dining, or just having a fun time with the family. Dothan, the seat of Hous-

ton County, is the largest town in lower Alabama, with an approximate population of 65000. It is named 

the ñPeanut Capital of the Worldò, since roughly one fourth of the United Statesô peanuts are produced in 

the area. 
 Originally inhabited by Alabama and Creek Native tribes, the area saw its first permanent Euro-

pean settlers in the early 1830s, when nine families decided to settle around a natural spring surrounded by 

poplar trees. Subsequently, they named the settlement Poplar Heads. They attempted to make a living with 

timber, as the area was rich with pine trees, but were largely unsuccessful, and by the time of the Civil 

War, the settlement was almost abandoned. The end of the Civil War and the era of Reconstruction re-

vived Poplar Head, as now a Pony Express route was established, and the town started blooming. 

 On November 11, 1885, the townspeople held a vote to incorporate Poplar Head, but upon finding 

out that another town in northern Alabama bore the same name and in an attempt to avoid postal issues, 

they decided to name their town Dothan, a name they chose from the Bible (Genesis 37:17: ñlet us go to 

Dothanò.) 
 In 1893, Dothan was chosen as a stop for the first railroad to be build in the region, and with the 

railroad came a new prosperity, as farmers now were able to market their crops to a wider area. The local 

pine forests were increasingly harvested for turpentine and wood, which now was transported by railroad 

as well. As the forests were cut down, more and more farmland was developed and cotton became the new 

crop of choice ï until most of it was destroyed during the Boll weevil plague of the early 1900s. This is 

when farmers turned to the peanut plant, a move that would save the region and put it on the map. In cele-

bration of the peanut, Dothan holds an annual two-week ñNational Peanut Festivalò to commemorate the 

importance of this crop to the area. The festival grounds are also home to the George Washington Carver 

Monument, which is a tribute to one of the nationôs greatest educators and agricultural researchers. 
 Dothan is also home to the Wiregrass Museum of Art, which features ongoing exhibitions ï and 

admission on a donation basis.  Another museum is the George Washington Carver Museum, which not 

only informs about Carvers ingenuity ï he invented over 500 products from peanut and other local plants 

alone, ï but also informs about the African American history of the region, as well as other famous Afri-

can Americans who made history. Always worth a look are the townôs murals, displayed throughout the 

town center. For those who want to hear more about the murals, guided tours are offered.  

 Dothanôs Botanical Gardens offer a nice family outing for those who love roses and gardens. The 

gardens offer a paved nature trail, herb and rose gardens, a Japanese-style 

pond, and an annual Halloween event. This venue also has free admission! 
Landmark Park, next door to the Botanical Gardens, houses Alabamaôs Agri-

cultural Museum and displays that depict frontier life in Alabama. The park 

offers many events throughout the year, with fun for the whole family and 

many opportunities to learn about ñthe olden tymesò. For those who like it a 

little more fast-paced, Dothan has Adventureland, a mini-theme park with 

mini golf, Go Karts, boat lake, and an arcade, perfect for childrenôs birthday 

parties. For more information, contact www.dothan.org. 



Hollyday Mart  
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This yearõs event included shopping, food, arts 
& crafts, a silent auction, concert and choral 
performances, a fashion show, our first ever 
Little Miss Hollyday Pageant and, of course, 
a visit from Santa Claus!  



The event was a  

huge success  
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Sterling Silver Solid Back Regulation Size Wings 

$45 with complimentary engraving of initials 

and graduation date. 

Sterling Silver Wing Pendant with chain $22 
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Contemporary Southern cuisine with a sophisticated twist.  
 

116 South Main Street, Enterprise Alabama 36330, 334 -308 -9387  

Hours: Lunch Tue -Fri 11:00am to 2:00pm, Dinner Mon -Sat 5:00pm to 10:00pm  
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Bake Your Cupcake Off!  

 

Thank you to everyone who participatedé  
the cupcakes were ALL delicious. 
Congratulations to our winners! 


